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LAND CONSERVANCY TRUST
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
January 21, 2021

At a RegularMeeting of the Land Conservancy Trust of the Town of
Narragansett held obhursdayJanuary2l, 2021 at5:30 pm, on Zoom

Present:

9 Thomas Rogers, Chair

1 TerryFleming, Vice Chair
9 Jerry Brunetto

1 Pati Sylvia

1 Brian Wagner

1 Jason Colonies

Not Present:
1 Jesse Pugh
1 Deborah Kopech

Also, in Attendance: Jill Sabo, Community Development

David Avedisian

CONSENT AGENDA

1C  Minutes: Possible action to approve tregular
meeting minutes from June 18, 2020, September
17, 2020, October 15, 2020 and December 17,
2020

Brian Wagner moved; Terence Flemsgronded to approve the minutes
from a regular meeting of the Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust from
June 18, 202(Roll Call Brian Wagner aye, Terence Fleming aye, Thomas
Rogers aye, Jason Colonies aye, Jerry Brunetto aye. 5

Terence Flemingnoved;Pati Sylviaseconded to approve the minutes from
a regular meeting of the Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust from
Septembel7, 2020: Roll CallTerence Fleming aye, Pati Sylvia aye,
Thomas Rogers aye, Jason Colonies aye, Brian Wagner-@ye. 5

Brian Wagner movedlerry Brunettseconded to approve the minutes from
a regular meeting of the Narragansett Land Conservanst fromOctober
15, 2020: Roll Call Brian Wagner ay&erry Brunett@aye, Thomas Rogers
aye, Jason Colonies ayggrence Flemingye. 50

Terence Fleminghoved;Brian Wagnesseconded to approve the minutes
from a regulameeting of the Narragansett lch@onservancy Trust from



December7, 2020: Roll CallTerence Flemingye,Brian Wagner aye, Thomas Rogers aye,
Jason Colonies aye, Jerry Brunetto,&ati Sylvia aye. ®

2C Kinney Bungalow Report: Possible action to receive and place on file the Kinney
Bungalow Monthly Report.

No vote was taken

REGULAR A GENDA

3R  Election of Officers: Discussion and possible action to elect officers of the Trust for the
2021 calendar year.

Terence Fleming mowk Jerry Brunetto secoredto reelect Thomas Rogers as the chair of the
LCT: Roll Call Terence Fleming aye, Jerry Brunetto aye, Jason Colonies aye, Brian Wagner aye,
Pati Sylvia aye, Thomas Rogers ay€) 6

Jerry Brunetto mow# Jason Colonies secaettito re-elect Terence Fleminas the vicechair of
the LCT: Roll Call Jey Brunettoaye,Jason Colonieaye, Thomas Rogeraye, Brian Wagner
aye, Pati Sylvia ayd,erence Flemingye. 60

Jerry Brunetto mow Pati Sylvia secoretito re-elect Jason Colonies as the secretary of the
LCT: Roll Call Jerry Brunetto aye, Pati Sylvia aye, Thomas Rogers aye, Brian Wagner aye,
Terence Fleming aye, Jason Colonies ay@. 6

4R Annual Report: Discussion and possible action to approve the 2020 Annual Report
(attached)

Brian Wagner mow# Jason Clonies seconeldto approve the 2020 annual report: Roll Call

Brian Wagner aye, Jason Colonies aye, Thomas Rogers aye, Pati Sylvia aye, Terence Fleming
aye, Jerry Brunetto aye-(®

5R  Review performance of the Trust in 2020 and Goals for 202 Discussiorand possible
action to approve the goals of the Trust for 2021. (Attached)

A discussion was had about the performance of the NCT in 2020 and the goals of the NCT in
2021. There were several volunteers for specific goals in 2021.

Terence Fleming volueered to take a closer look at the land acquisition list and start
approaching landowners. Thomas Rogers and Jason Colonies offered their help in this matter as
well.

Jerry Brunetto and Brian Wagner volunteered to help coordinate rentbeimyasive spciesat
Middlebridge

Jerry Brunetto volunteered to help with outside field management at Sunset Farms.
Pati Sylvia volunteers to help with outside signage at Kinney Bungalow.

Thomas Rogers volunteers to help with linking all the hiking trails indgamsett
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Thomas Rogers volunteers to help with the Harbor Island project

Jerry Brunetto volunteers to help with the Crooked Brook East Project.
Thomas Rogers volunteers to help with the Crooked Brook West Project
Thomas Rogers volunteers to help with the Rotelli Property Project

Jason Colonies volunteers to help with mapping the trails at the Bay Campus. Brian Wagner
volunteered to help if needed.

Jason Colonies moved; Pati Sylvia seahoh approve the goalef the NCT for 2021: Roll
Call Jason Colonies aye, Pati Sylvia aye, Thomas Rogers aye, Brian Wagner aye, Terence
Fleming aye, Jerry Brunetto aye06

6R: URI Fisher Cat Study. Discussion and possible action of recommendation to the Town
Council for theallowance of URI to conduct a Fisher Cat Study on Town Property.

It was decided tinvite them in tospeak for clarificatiooefore recommendin the Town
Council.

7R: Adopt-A-Spot Discussiorandpossibleactionto approveanAdopt-A-Spotonaportion of
the Crooked BrooKrail.

Brian Wagner moved; Jerry Brunetto seconded to apmo@eopt-A-Spotonaportion of the
Crooked BrookTrail: Roll Call Brian Wagner aye, Jerry Brunetto aye, Thomas Rogers aye,
Jason Colonies aye, Terence Fleming aye, Ratigtaye. 60

8R: Eagle Scout Project Discussion and possible action approve an Eagle Scout Project.
A discussion was had. No vote was taken.

ADJOURNMENT
Brian Wagnemoved,andJerry Brunettseconédto adjourn a6:46pm: Roll CallBrian

Wagneraye,Jerry Brunetto aye, Thomas Rogers aye, Terence Fleming aye, Jason Colonies aye,
Pati Sylvia aye6-0

Respectfully Submitted:

/

Jason Colonies, Secretary
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Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust
Annual Report — 2020

Overview / Support
The Land Conservancy Trust (“Trust”) is organized under the provisions of Division 3 of the Town Charter

Section 2-101. — Established; purpose

1. Acquiring land, development rights and easements within the town, affording priority to
environmentally sensitive lands;

2. Preserving open spaces, farmlands, scenic vistas, wetlands, estuaries, adjoining uplands and
critical habitats;

3. Preserving land providing access to coastal waters; and

4. Preserving land for future public recreational and educational use

In addition, Section 2-105 (5) gives the Trust the responsibility to “Administer and manage land and
interests in land held by it in a manner which allows public use and/or enjoyment consistent with the
natural, historic and scenic resources of such land.” Under this provision, the Trust is responsible for the
Middlebridge property and the Sunset Farm / Kinney Bungalow properties.

The Trust is supported by the Community Development department. The Parks & Recreation
department oversees the day-to-day operation of these properties.

Land Acquisition

e The Trust worked to acquire a 4.4-acre parcel on South Pier Road for $115,000. This property is
adjacent to Town conservation property and near the large group of conserved parcels in the
Crooked Brook area. The purchase and sales agreement was approved by the Town Council on
January 19, 2020.

e The Trust made an offer for a parcel on Narrow River, but the offer was rejected.

e The Charter §2-106 requires that the town council annually budget a minimum of $50,000 to be
deposited into a fund. Because of the fiscal emergency caused by COVID-19 the Trust was asked
to defer this deposit. On May 18, 2020, the Trust voted not to object to the town council not
depositing the funds for FY 20/21, but that the Trust would receive the deposit in future years.

e A property donation policy was developed and approved by the Trust on September 17, 2020.

o  Members of the Trust completed a detailed review of all parcels in Town which identified
possible acquisitions against an established criterion.

Existing Properties
Middlebridge Conservation Land
e A photographic comparison of the establishment of the wetlands and upland meadows in the
Conservation Area was completed two years after the baseline photographs were taken in 2018.
Wenley Ferguson of Save the Bay toured the property and provided expert observations. A
report of observations and recommendations were submitted to the Town Manager and
Director of Parks & Recreation.
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e The renovation of the Middlebridge marina building is underway to replace siding, doors,
windows and trim before Spring 2021

e Planning continues to relocate the entrance of the Middlebridge Conservation Land working
with the Town, CRMC, DEM and Save the Bay.

e The Trust on December 17, 2020 approved to recommend that the Town Council approve two
resolutions to protect Town-owned conserved properties in perpetuity. These resolutions are to
deem the properties as have having a ‘conservation restriction” and as being held in the ‘public
trust.” These resolutions are planned to be Town Council agenda items on February 1, 2021.

Sunset Farm

e On October 3, 2020, Frances Topping, a local educator and naturalist, guided a Land Trust Days
tour of the trail.

e A CRMC maintenance trail application was completed for two lateral trails off of the Sunset
Farm Trail: one to Island View Road and the other down to Point Judith Pond. The application
was prepared after a tour of the trails with two biologists from CRMC.

Trails

e Concept discussions were continued to better connect Trust and other conserved properties at
Sunset Farm, Harbour Island, Crooked Brook, Town conservation property and Canonchet Farm
trail. The aforementioned spur trail to Island View Road will connect Sunset Farm to Harbour
Island trails.

Administrative

e The Trust participated in the annual Land & Water Summit sponsored by the Rhode Island Land
Trust Council (“RILTC”) pm March 7. 2020.

Meetings, Membership and Attendance

During the year, Deb Kopech replaced Jill Lawler as a town council liaison at the December meeting.
Attendance of trustees is shown in the attached table.

A motion was made by seconded by to approve the Annual Report for 2020.

That motion passed . (Thomas Rogers, )

Prepared by Thomas Rogers

Chair, Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust
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The following table presents the attendance of trustees of the Land Conservancy Trust for CY 2020:

10/15/202010/21/2020] 10/28/2020)|

12/17/2020)

Namragansett Land Conservancy Trust | 1/16/2020 | 2/20/2020 | 3/19/2020 | 4/16/2020 | 5/18/2020 | 5/21/2020 | 6/18/2020 | 7/9/2020 | 7/15/2020 | 8/20/2020 | 9/17/2020 11/4/2020 |11/19/2020
R Monthly | Monthly | Monthly | Monthly | Special | Monthly | Monthly cial | Monthly | Monthly | Monthly | Special ecial Special | Monthly | Monthi
Cancelled | Cancelled | $50,000 Cancelled |wilson Road|Wikon Road| Cancelled Q102 Q202 Q302
| Chalr X x X X X x X X X X X
Terence Fleming |Vice Chair / Planning 3 x X X X X x X X X
Jason Colonies |Secretary x « x X X % x
Jerry Brunetto x x X x x x X x x
Susan Bush x x X X x X X X X X
Pati Sylvia X x X X X X x x
[Brian Wagner x x X X X X x x x X X X
Jesse Pugh fown Council X X X x
ill Lawler own Council X n/a
Council wa x
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